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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is a Non-Final Rejection in response to tlie amendment filed 
on September 9, 2005 by Thuma et al. 



Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Species 1 in the reply filed on September 9, 
2005 is acknowledged. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. Applicant's election of Species 1 in the reply filed on September 9, 2005 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

3. Claims 15 and 26-28 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected Species 2-6, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement 
in the reply filed on September 9, 2005. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "object attached to 
the head member and body member" in Claim 4 and "the object attached to the head 
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member and a second object attached to the body member" in Claim 18 must be shown 
or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

5. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 1 , 3, 5-13, 17 and 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Altman et al. (US 6004004) in view of Coleman et al. (US 
2003/0067772). 

8. Regarding Claim 1 , Altman et al. shows a flashlight apparatus [Figure 1 : (10)] 
comprising: 

• A body member [Figure 1 : (12)]; 

• A head member [Figure 1 : (16)] including light-emitting means [Figure 2: (20)]; 

• A connecting member [See Figure 1] for connecting the head member [Figure 1 : 
(16)] to the body member. 

9. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Attaching means for connecting an attachable and movable object to one of the 
body member or the head member and integrating the object with the body 
member or the head member. 

1 0. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] for connecting an attachable and movable 
object [Figure 2: (26)] to one of the body member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head 
member [Figure 1: (12)] and integrating the object [Figure 2: (26)] with the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 
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11. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Aitman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 

12. Regarding Claim 3, Aitman et al. shows: 

• The head member [Figure 1 : (16)] 

13. Aitman et al. does not show: 

• Wherein the attaching means connects an object to the head member. 

14. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Wherein the attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] connects an object [Figure 1 : (26)] 
to the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

15. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Aitman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 
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16. Regarding Claim 5, Altman et al. sliows: 

• The body member [Figure 1 : (12)] and the head member [Figure 1 : (16)]. 

1 7. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Wherein the attaching means includes operating surfaces on the body member 
or on the head member and on the attachable and moveable object. 

18. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Wherein the attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] includes operating surfaces on the 
body member [Figure 1: (10)] or on the head member [Figure 1: (12)] and on the 
attachable and moveable object [Figure 1: (26)]. 

1 9. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating altemate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 

20. Regarding Claims 6 and 19, Altman et al. shows: 

• Wherein the connecting member includes a plurality of articulated segments 
[Figure 3: (21)]. 
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21 . Altman et al. does not show: 

• Attaching means for connecting an attachable and movable object to one of the 
body member or the head member and integrating the object with the body 
member or the head member. 

22. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] for connecting an attachable and movable 
object [Figure 2: (26)] to one of the body member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head 
member [Figure 1: (12)] and integrating the object [Figure 2: (26)] with the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

23. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 



24. 



Regarding Claims 7 and 20, Altman et al. shows: 

Wherein the connecting member [Figure 33: (21)] includes a plurality of ball and 
socket elements [Figure 33: (23) and (25)]. 
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25. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Attaching means for connecting an attachable and movable object to one of the 
body member or the head member and integrating the object with the body 
member or the head member. 

26. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] for connecting an attachable and movable 
object [Figure 2: (26)] to one of the body member [Figure 1 : (1 0)] or the head 
member [Figure 1: (12)] and integrating the object [Figure 2: (26)] with the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

27. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 

28. Regarding Claims 8 and 21, Altman et al. shows: 

• Wherein the connecting member [Figure 33: (21)] defines a passageway from 
one end to another [See Figure 33]. 
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29. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Attaching means for connecting an attachable and movable object to one of the 
body member or the head member and integrating the object with the body 
member or the head member. 

30. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] for connecting an attachable and movable 
object [Figure 2: (26)] to one of the body member [Figure 1 : (10)] or the head 
member [Figure 1: (12)] and integrating the object [Figure 2: (26)] with the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

31 . It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 

32. Regarding Claims 9 and 22, Altman et al. shows: 

• Wherein the body member [Figure 1 : (12)] includes a housing [Figure 1 : (26)] and 
power generating means [Figure 1: (14)] disposed in the housing [Figure 1: (26)]; 
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• And the connecting member [Figure 3: (21)] includes wiring [Figure 7: (24)] that 
extends through the passageway to connect the power generating means [Figure 
1: (14)] with the light-emitting means [Figure 2: (20)]. 

33. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Attaching means for connecting an attachable and movable object to one of the 
body member or the head member and integrating the object with the body 
member or the head member. 

34. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] for connecting an attachable and movable 
object [Figure 2: (26)] to one of the body member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head 
member [Figure 1 : (12)] and integrating the object [Figure 2: (26)] with the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

35. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 
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36. Regarding Claims 10 and 23, Altman et al. shows: 

• Wherein the head member [Figure 1 : (16)] includes a housing for containing the 
light-emitting means [Figure 2: (20)], the housing also containing power 
generating means [Figure 1 : (14)] for the light-emitting means [Figure 2: (20)]. 

37. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Attaching means for connecting an attachable and movable object to one of the 
body member or the head member and integrating the object with the body 
member or the head member. 

38. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] for connecting an attachable and movable 
object [Figure 2: (26)] to one of the body member [Figure 1 : (1 0)] or the head 
member [Figure 1: (12)] and integrating the object [Figure 2: (26)] with the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

39. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to Include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating altemate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 
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40. Regarding Claims 1 1 and 24, Altman et al. shows: 

• Wherein the connecting member [Figure 33: (21)] includes a bendable conduit 
[See column 5 lines 29-32]. 

41 . Altman et al. does not show: 

• Attaching means for connecting an attachable and movable object to one of the 
body member or the head member and integrating the object with the body 
member or the head member. 

42. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Attaching means [Figure 2: (24)] for connecting an attachable and movable 
object [Figure 2: (26)] to one of the body member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head 
member [Figure 1: (12)] and integrating the object [Figure 2: (26)] with the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

43. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 
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44. Regarding Claim 12, Altman et al. shows a flashlight apparatus [Figure 1: (10)] 
comprising: 

• A body member [Figure 1 : (12)]; 

• A head member [Figure 1: (16)] including light-emitting means [Figure 2: (20)]; 

• A connecting member [See Figure 1] for connecting the head member [Figure 1 : 
(16)] to the body member [Figure 1 : (12)]. 

45. Altman et al. does not show: 

• A moveable object detachably securable to either the body member or the head 
member. 

46. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• A moveable object [Figure 1 : (26)] detachably securable to either the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

47. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 
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48. Regarding Claim 13, Altman et al. shows: 

• The body member [Figure 1 : (12)] and the head member [Figure 1 : (16)]. 

49. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Wherein the movable object and either the body member or the head member 
include co-operation means for releasably securing the object to either the body 
member or the head member. 

50. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Wherein the movable object [Figure 1 : (26)] and either the body member [Figure 
1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)] include co-operation means [Figure 
2: (24)] for releasably securing the object [Figure 1: (26)] to either the body 
member [Figure 1: (10)] or the head member [Figure 1: (12)]. 

51 . It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 

52. Regarding Claim 17, Altman et al. shows: 

• The head member [Figure 1: (16)]. 
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53. Altman et al. does not show: 

• Wherein the co-operating means connects the object to the head member. 

54. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• Wherein the co-operating means [Figure 1: (24)1 connects the object [Figure 1: 
(26)] to the head member [Figure 1 : (12)]. 

55. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 

56. Regarding Claim 25, Altman et al. shows a flashlight apparatus [Figure 1: (10)] 
comprising: 

• A housing [Figure 1: (16)], 

• Power means for generating power [Figure 1 : (14)], 

• Light-emitting means [Figure 2: (20)] for receiving power from the power means 
and generating light [Figure 1: (14)], 

• The power means [Figure 1: (14)] and the light-emitting means [Figure 2: (20)] 
being disposed in the housing [Figure 1: (16)]. 
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57. Altman et al. does not show: 

• The apparatus further comprising a moveable object, 

• The object and the housing including co-operating means for securing the object 
to the housing so that the object surrounds a substantial portion of the housing. 

58. Coleman et al. teaches: 

• The apparatus [See Figure 1] further comprising a moveable object [Figure 1 : 
(26)], 

• The object [Figure 1: (26)] and the housing [Figure 1: (12)] including co-operating 
means [Figure 2: (24)] for securing the object [Figure 1: (26)] to the housing 
[Figure 1: (12)] so that the object [Figure 1: (26)] surrounds a substantial portion 
of the housing [Figure 1: (12)]. 

59. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention to include attaching means for connecting an attachable object as shown in 
Coleman et al. with the flashlight apparatus of Altman et al. for the purpose and 
advantage of creating alternate uses for the flashlight apparatus in addition to 
illuminating surfaces, etc. 



Application/Control Number: 10/773,957 
Art Unit: 2875 



Page 17 



Allowable Subject Matter 



60. Claims 2, 4, 14, 16 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meghan K. Dunwiddie whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8543. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 am- 
4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571)272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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